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Overview
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Working with and beyond Bourdieu
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Does it make a difference that I start 
from a Bourdieusianperspective?



Setting the scene: Do vocational education pathways and transitions 
matter? Normative principles in the face of current conditions

In a context of ever -growing challenges to democracy and freedom
ỏ the rise of authoritarianizing  conditions and regimes
ỏ the influence of populist thinking, proudly  disconnected from reality, which makes up and creates its own reality as it 
goes along

Salajan and Jules (2024) argue for the importance of education for all :

ê®rk p¯|i^{k|®^z p¯|g®s~| ~p ki¯g^®s~| s| ik{~gª^®sg «~gsk®sk« ^« ^ ´kg®~ª p~ª k|zsqr®k|{k|® p~«®kªs|q ~§k||k««Ï pªkki~{ ~p 
®r~¯qr®Ï s|©¯s«s®s´k|k««Ï ¯|ikª«®^|is|qÏ ®~zkª^|gk p~ª is´kª«s®·Ï gs´sg s|´~z´k{k|®Ï ^|i «~gs^z g~rk«s~|Îë
(Florin D. Salajanand tavis d. Jules, 2024: 335 -6)

The climate crisis means we urgently need an expansive view of what Vocational Education and Training (VET) involves :

êPhe growing acceptance of the climate crisis ªk©¯sªk« ¯« ^z«~ ®~ ^iiªk«« ®rk kg~z~qsg^z is{k|«s~| ~p kg~|~{sg ^g®s´s®·Î áÒÎâ 
4~ª «yszz« ik´kz~§{k|®Ï ®rs« {k^|« ^iis|q s| ^ §~zs®sg^z kg~z~q· is{k|«s~|Î áÒÎâ s® s« ^f~¯® ^ ªk´s«s~|s|q ~p µr^® V/P s« ^|i is 
p~ªÎ áÒÎâ ®rk «yszz« ikf^®k g^||~® fk «k§^ª^®ki ~pp pª~{ g~|«sikª^®s~|« ~p r~µ s|is´si¯^z« gr^|qk ®rksª k´kª·i^· fkzskp«Ï 
g~|«¯{§®s~| fkr^´s~¯ª« ^|i {~ik« ~p s|®kª^g®s~| s| ~ªikª ®~ zs´k {~ªk x¯«®z· ^|i «¯«®^s|^fz·Îë
(McGrath and Ramsarup, 2024).
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Why the opportunities of vocational pathways matter: 
offering a Ŷreasonable possibilityŷ to become somebody
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Vocational education pathways 
within the context of wider 
transitions
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Educational pathways in a Ŷglobal war for talentŷ
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The Ÿwicked problemŹ of vocational education pathways 
and transitions for policy, practice and research
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Deepening divisions, fading solutions
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What do Bourdieuŷs tools contribute 
here? Using and extending 
Bourdieuŷs conceptual tools to 
research transitions

ÉƣƖĲƣĦőŔŰŊЯШĲũċĤŸƖċƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŸŰШ7ŸƨƖĬŔĲƨќƚШƣőĲŸƖĲƣŔĦċũШƣŸŸũƚ
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Field: a relational understanding of 
different pathways
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The relational positioning of vocational 
pathways
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The shifting and changing social space(s) of Ÿtertiary 
educationŹ through which transitions take place
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Capitals and capital conversion
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The possibilities of alternative capitals
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The capital conversion process
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Modifying the concept of habitus
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