Exploring the vote share decline of the Austrian Social Democratic
Party

Daniel Schmidtner

September 27, 2024

Daniel Schmidtner Exploring social democratic vote share decline September 27, 2024 1/25



Table of contents

@ Introduction

Daniel Schmidtner Exploring social democratic vote share decline September 27, 2024 2/25



Introduction

Height of its electoral success in the 1970s

More than 50% of the vote

o Election results over the last 50 years

@ District level

Research question:

"Which socio-demographic factors were decisive for the decline in the vote share of
the Austrian Social Democratic Party?”
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Vote shares of different parties in parliamentary elections
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The importance of manufacturing

Class-based voting

Industrial workers — core electorate of social democracy

@ High level of unionisation in the manufacturing sector

@ The decline in employment in industry causally led to an increase in the FPO vote share
(Bekhtiar 2023)

@ Rise of far-right and decline of established parties are linked

Conflict over target group of blue-collar workers
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Hypothesis Hy:

Hi: A decline in employment in the manufacturing sector in a district leads to a
decline in the SPO’s vote share.
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The changing role of education

Core electorate in 1950s & 1960s:
@ Lower income
@ Lower education levels

Core electorate today:
@ Lower income

@ Higher education levels

(Gethin et al. 2021; Abou-Chadi and Hix 2021)
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Hypothesis H,:

H> :__An increase in the level of education in a district leads to an increase in the
SPQO'’s share of the vote.
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Migration and voting rights

Immigration has always been a key issue for the far-right

Key to their electoral success (Halla et al. 2017)

Migrants are often the target voter group for social democracy

@ No voting rights
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Hypothesis Hs:

H3: An increase in the proportion of the population without citizenship in a district
leads to a decline in the electoral success of the SPO.
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Variable description

Variable

Min  Mean  Max o
Vote share SPO 009 034 073 013
Age structure index 30.36 40.02 47.87 3.88
Unemployment rate 0.01 0.05 0.17 0.03
Share of population without citizenship 0.00 0.09 0.42 0.08
Share of highest education: apprenticeship 0.08 025 036 0.07
Share of highest education: university 0.00 0.0 0.39 o0.07
Share of persons employed in primary sector 0.00 0.05 036 0.06
Share of persons employed in secondary sector  0.02 0.22 0.57 0.11
Share of persons employed in tertiary sector 0.16 038 0.64 0.09
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Decline employment in manufacturing from 1971 to 2019

Decline in percentage points
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Decline in vote share of the SPO from 1971 to 2019

Decline in percentage points
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Decline in Vienna from 1971 to 2019

Decline in percentage points

Figure: Decline employment in manufacturing

Decline in percentage points

Figure: Decline vote share of the SPO
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Trends in key socio-demographic variables
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Socio—demographic variable:

- =+ = Share of highest education: university
—— Share of persons employed in secondary sector
— = = Share of population without citizenship
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Methodology

AYj = a+ BAX; + A€

First differences estimation
T =7 (1971 - 2019)
116 districts

Fixed effects at district level

Robust clustered standard errors
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Regression coefficient estimates in percentage point changes
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Hypotheses

Hi: A decline in employment in the manufacturing sector in a district leads to a
decline in the SPO’s vote share.

H>: An increase in the level of education in a district leads to an increase in the
SPO’s share of the vote.

H3: An increase in the proportion of the population without citizenship in a district
leads to a decline in the electoral success of the SPO. X
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Conclusion

Negative effects:
@ Increase in unemployment

@ Decline in employment in the secondary sector

Positive effects:

@ Increase in employment in the tertiary sector
@ Increase in education

@ Increase in the share of population without citizenship

— Social democratic parties had to broaden their electorate in a post-industrial society
— Increasing importance of the GAL-TAN dimension

Daniel Schmidtner Exploring social democratic vote share decline September 27, 2024 23 /25



Table of contents

© Bibliography

Daniel Schmidtner Exploring social democratic vote share decline September 27, 2024 24 /25



Bibliography |

[4 Abou-Chadi, Tarik and Simon Hix (Jan. 2021). “Brahmin Left versus Merchant Right?
Education, class, multiparty competition, and redistribution in Western Europe”. In: The
British Journal of Sociology 72.1, pp. 79-92. 1SSN: 1468-4446. DOTI:
10.1111/1468-4446.12834.

[4 Bekhtiar, Karim (2023). “Topics in Labor Economics: The Decline of Manufacturing
Employment and the Rise of the Far-Right in Austria”. PhD thesis. Johannes Kepler
University Linz.

ﬁ Gethin, Amory, Clara Martinez-Toledano, and Thomas Piketty (Oct. 2021). “Brahmin Left
Versus Merchant Right: Changing Political Cleavages in 21 Western Democracies,
1948-2020". In: The Quarterly Journal of Economics 137.1, pp. 1-48. 1SSN: 1531-4650.
DOI: 10.1093/qje/qjab036.

[§ Halla, Martin, Alexander F Wagner, and Josef Zweimiiller (Mar. 2017). “Immigration and
Voting for the Far Right". In: Journal of the European Economic Association 15.6,
pp. 1341-1385. 1SSN: 1542-4774. DOI: 10.1093/jeea/jvx003.

Daniel Schmidtner Exploring social democratic vote share decline September 27, 2024 25/25


https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.12834
https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjab036
https://doi.org/10.1093/jeea/jvx003

	Introduction
	Literature Review & Hypotheses
	Data & Methodology
	Empirical Analysis
	Conclusion
	Bibliography
	References

