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LULA’S MISSION FOR BRAZILIAN DEMOCRACY 
WHAT IS TO BE DONE AFTER THE  
SOCIO-ENVIRONMENTAL AND POLITICAL DESTRUCTION 
CAUSED BY THE BOLSONARO ADMINISTRATION?
Jair Bolsonaro allowed and encouraged usurpation of the Amazon’s environmental resources  
and decimation of traditional peoples. Therefore, the Lula administration will have to be quick to re-
construct the country’s social fabric, socio-environmental and labour standards, and political structure  
in order to preserve democracy.

Bolsonaro´s pernicious legacy 

Thousands of hectares have been burned 

in the Amazon. Rivers were contaminated 

with mercury. Soil suffered with silting. In that 

period, an area the size of Belgium was de-

stroyed in one of the largest megadiverse for-

ests on the planet.

The rate of illegal deforestation has increased 

by 73% in the region over the past four years 

– 138% in indigenous lands1.

This environmental calamity had an impact 

on the lives of indigenous communities, 

causing one of the worst humanitarian crises 

in the Amazon in recent decades. Prevented 

from living according to their traditional ways, 

they die of malnutrition, especially Yanomami 

children and elders2.

Such socio-environmental deterioration is 

just one of the many symptoms of the dis-

mantling of the country’s democratic struc-

tures, which were attacked by Bolsonaro.
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Natália Suzuki

Artikel …

Nr 02 | Juni 2022

EditoriAl 

Seit nunmehr vier Monaten begleiten uns die hässlichen Bilder über das 
unfassbare Leid, das Wladimir Putins Armee über die ukrainische Be-
völkerung bringt. Die Welt ist seither eine andere geworden und ein Ende 

des Krieges ist derzeit nicht absehbar. Sichtbar geworden sind allerdings 

massive Verwerfungen in der Weltwirtschaft, die der Krieg mit sich bringt, 

und denen sich zwei Beiträge in dieser Ausgabe widmen.

An den Beginn dieses Infobriefs stellen wir allerdings die Analyse des lange 

erwarteten Vorschlags der EU-Kommission zu einem Lieferkettengesetz, das 

von Gewerkschaften und zivilgesellschaftlichen Organisationen jahrelang 

gefordert worden war. Auch in dieser Ausgabe thematisieren zwei Beiträge 

unterschiedliche EU-Vorhaben zur Bewältigung der Klimakatastrophe: diese 

sind einerseits der geplante EU-Klimazoll (CO2-Grenzausgleichsmechanis-

mus) und andererseits ein neues Paket zur Förderung der Kreislaufwirtschaft. 

Darüber hinaus erfahren Sie, was die EU-Kommission Österreich im Rah-

men der wirtschaftspolitischen Steuerung empfiehlt. Im Mittelpunkt eines 

weiteren Beitrags steht der Wahlmarathon in Europa, der die politische 

Landschaft auf EU-Ebene wesentlich beeinflusst. Zwei Buchbesprechun-

gen runden diesen Infobrief ab: während die erste die Hintergründe des wirt-

schaftlichen Aufstiegs Chinas nachzeichnet, beschäftigt sich die zweite mit 

der umkämpften EU-Arbeitspolitik in der Eurokrise. 

Wir wünschen eine inspirierende Lektüre!
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The former administration not only allowed 

and ignored illegal activities in the Amazon. 

It also encouraged and legitimized those 

crimes. They annulled environmental laws, 

undermined the structures of enforcement 

agencies by cutting funds and staff from 

them, and dismissed public servants who 

resisted their demands and abuse. Former 

Environment Minister Ricardo Salles is under 

investigation for facilitating exports of illegal 

timber from the Amazon to Europe and the 

United States.3

“I want to mine there. I’ve done it before. (...) 

You can count on me, I want to open it to 

mining activities,” said Bolsonaro about min-

ing in Serra Pelada,4 Pará state, an area in-

vaded in the 1980s by thousands of miners 

and where many died because of degrading 

working conditions.

Previously organised coup attempt

On January 8, more than 8,000 supporters 

of Brazil’s far-right former President staged 

an attempted coup d’état. They trashed the 

buildings of the Executive, Legislative and 

Judiciary and sent a violent yet clear mes-

sage: part of Brazilian society wants military 

intervention and the destruction of the coun-

try’s democracy.

When the authorities overcame their perplex-

ity at the event, they realized it had not been 

a spontaneous demonstration by Bolsonaro 

voters dissatisfied with Lula’s electoral win. 

The action had been planned and funded for 

months.

Documents obtained exclusively by NGO 

Repórter Brasil show landowners, traders 

and miners rallying for a military coup, fund-

ing Bolsonaro’s electoral campaign, and par-

ticipating in demonstrations that called on 

the military to take over the government in 

the capital Brasília and in their hometowns 

in southern Pará5. They are the political and 

economic elite in an area with some of Bra-

zil’s highest levels of deforestation, public 

land grabbing, predatory cattle ranching, and 

illegal mining, including within indigenous 

lands.

The region also has the highest concentration 

of cases of slave labour, which is employed in 

agricultural activities6 but also in mining and 

deforestation. During his term in office, Bol-

sonaro cut the budget for combating slave 

labour by 55%7. In 2021-2022, human re-

sources and infrastructure to monitor these 

cases were insufficient, but more than 4,000 

workers were still rescued from exploitation 

in the country8.

Protection of the environment, workers and 

indigenous communities cannot do without 

Lula’s mission for Brazilian democracy: What is to be done after the the Bolsonaro administration?

Slave labour and deforestation in Amazonia – 2021 
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*   Figures on slave labour are from the Ministry of Labour systematized by Repórter Brasil 
and the Pastoral Land Commission (1995 to 2021).

**  The map of the deforested area was elaborated based on data from the TerraBrasilis  
platform of the National Institute of Space Research (Inpe).

Legend 

 deforested area 
 preserved area 
 Brazil´s Legal Amazon
 slave labour 

Área ampliada

Macapá
3 

São Félix do 
Xingu (PA)

1153 

Porto 
Velho
126 

Boa Vista
9 

Rio Branco
101 

Manaus
8 

Ulianópolis (PA)
1304 

Área  
desmatada

Trabalho escravo

Capitais

Número de escravizados

Municípios destacados

Legenda

TRABALHO ESCRAVO E DESMATAMENTO 
NA AMAZÔNIA - 2021 

AM

RR
PA

AP

AC

RO
MT

MA

TO

Araguaína(TO)
130 

Açailândia(MA)
711 

Área  
preservada

Amazônia Legal

Confresa (MT)
1393 

Marabá (PA)
810 

* Os dados de trabalho escravo são do Ministério do Trabalho e foram sistematizados pela Repórter Brasil e a Comissão Pastoral da Terra (1995 a 2021).
** O mapa da área desmatada foi elaborado com base nos dados da plataforma TerraBrasilis, do Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais (Inpe).

100 200

Escala (quantidade de  
trabalhadores escravizados)

50 500 100010

Cuiabá
48 

Belém
13 

São Luís
0 

Palmas
6 

 number of slave workers

Área ampliada

Macapá
3 

São Félix do 
Xingu (PA)

1153 

Porto 
Velho
126 

Boa Vista
9 

Rio Branco
101 

Manaus
8 

Ulianópolis (PA)
1304 

Área  
desmatada

Trabalho escravo

Capitais

Número de escravizados

Municípios destacados

Legenda

TRABALHO ESCRAVO E DESMATAMENTO 
NA AMAZÔNIA - 2021 

AM

RR
PA

AP

AC

RO
MT

MA

TO

Araguaína(TO)
130 

Açailândia(MA)
711 

Área  
preservada

Amazônia Legal

Confresa (MT)
1393 

Marabá (PA)
810 

* Os dados de trabalho escravo são do Ministério do Trabalho e foram sistematizados pela Repórter Brasil e a Comissão Pastoral da Terra (1995 a 2021).
** O mapa da área desmatada foi elaborado com base nos dados da plataforma TerraBrasilis, do Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais (Inpe).

100 200

Escala (quantidade de  
trabalhadores escravizados)

50 500 100010

Cuiabá
48 

Belém
13 

São Luís
0 

Palmas
6 

 State Capitals 
 Highlighted municipalities 

Jair Bolsonaro 
allowed and 
encouraged 

usurpation of 
the Amazon’s 

environmental 
resources  

and decimation 
of traditional 

peoples.



Seite 31 | infobrief eu & international 1/2023

democratic structures since socio-environ-

mental rights depend on enforcing the law 

as well as inspecting and holding criminals 

accountable, but also on the implementa-

tion of social policies that reverse people’s 

vulnerability. That is the duty of the State.

Outlook 

The Lula administration will face a long jour-

ney and will have to work hard over the next 

four years. The President will have to be 

quick to lift millions of Brazilians out of pov-

erty, improve employability, attract invest-

ments, and make the economy grow with 

fiscal and socio-environmental responsibil-

ity. For that, Lula will have to resume dia-

logue with civil society actors such as trade 

unions and social movements for policy-

making and decision-making. Above all, the 

current government will have to recompose 

the social fabric that has been torn apart by 

the country’s political, ideological and soci-

oeconomic division.

Bolsonaro has left a legacy of destruction 

and many heirs to its violent ideology. The 

current administration faces the hard and 

challenging task of curbing them with the 

full rigour of the law to preserve democracy.

Natália Suzuki, journalist and political scientist  
working as project coordinator  

at NGO Reporter Brasil.
natalia@reporterbrasil.org.br

1 https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-63290268 and https://
www.dw.com/pt-br/desmatamento-em-%C3%A1reas-protegi-
das-aumentou-79-sob-bolsonaro/a-60231651 (14/2/2023)
2 https://sumauma.com/nao-estamos-conseguindo-contar-os-cor-
pos/ (14/2/2023)
3 https://g1.globo.com/df/distrito-federal/noticia/2021/06/23/ricar-
do-salles-entenda-operacao-contra-exportacao-ilegal-de-madei-
ra-que-mira-ministro-do-meio-ambiente.ghtml (14/2/2023)
4 https://www.poder360.com.br/governo/tenho-vontade-de-garim-
par-la-diz-bolsonaro-sobre-serra-pelada/ (14/2/2023)
5 https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2023/01/ricos-e-radicais-quem-
sao-os-fazendeiros-que-pediam-golpe-militar-e-buscavam-dia-d/ 
(14/2/2023)
6 Over 70% of cases of slave labour are concentrated in farming. 
(Source: Brazilian Ministry of Labour and Employement)
7 https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2022/10/orcamento-despen-
ca-com-bolsonaro-e-falta-de-dinheiro-paralisa-fiscalizacao-do-tra-
balho-em-mg/ (14/2/2023)
8 https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2023/01/com-2-500-vitimas-em-2022-
brasil-chega-a-60-mil-resgatados-da-escravidao/ (14/2/2023)
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